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Presentation Notes
WELCOME … and thank you for including the Class of 1975 in the send-off for the Class of 2025.(To the Candidates) You are in for an incredible journey!   I am here to briefly discuss Another Link in the Chain (ALITC), a program that forms bonds and relationships between entering midshipmen and members of the 50-year class counterpart throughout four years on the Yard and beyond.  Our intention is to support and mentor the new Class of 2025 by both our presence and participation as senior Alumni and members of the 50-year class counterpart. We want to help with your development as Navy and Marine Corps officers.We begin forging this link today.Binding and bonding classes across generations is important to carrying on the history and traditions of both the Naval Academy and the naval service, using alumni experience as perspective for your time at USNA and in the Fleet.  From Induction Day to Commissioning and beyond, the 50-year counterpart Class becomes a unique part of the Naval Academy experience for the Class of 2025. 



U.S. Naval Academy
Another Link in the Chain

(ALITC)

USNA’s Great Class of Class of 1975
welcomes……

USNA’s (future Great) Class of 2025
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Another Link in the Chain also reminds senior alumni of the experience and opportunity we received 50 years ago.It offers several occasions for the alumni class to celebrate our experience in a reunion type of format … while encouraging and giving back to the Class of 2025.



ALITC Purpose

• Form bonds and relationships between the 
Class of 1975 and the Class of 2025 
throughout 2025’s four years together by the 
bay … and beyond.

• Provide encouragement over the years and 
physical presence for milestone events.

• Carry on the history, traditions, and legacy of 
the Naval Academy.

A legacy is anything handed down from the past, as from an ancestor or predecessor.
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Much of Naval Academy history and tradition is captured in Reef Points, which will soon become very familiar to you.  Reef Points serves as a “Navigational Aid” to guide 4/C Midshipmen through the muddy waters of Plebe Year.  Just as a good mariner knows his trade and nautical references, likewise the new 4/C will be required to know this handbook nearly from cover to cover.Reef Points includes a short history of the Class of 1975’s experience during both our four years and our careers following graduation.  Our class boasts many who have succeeded at the highest levels of the Navy, including a Chief of Naval Operations and Chief of Naval Reactors, both four-star Admiral positions. Most USNA traditions are captured in Reef Points – and many more of our personal experiences will be communicated as we work with your class.



Who are the Participants in the ALITC Program?

*  Legacy contributions from earlier classes help inform and formulate the culture of the Class of ‘25

The Commandant’s 
Office directs

The Alumni 
Association manages

The Class of ’75 
executes

The Class of ’25 
benefits 
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This program is bigger that just our two classes.  The Commandant of Midshipmen and the Alumni Association are also stakeholders in the project and have created an instruction and template to guide and assist classes through the program.There are specific guidelines to maximize benefits for MIDN and complement the Commandant’s plan for professional development.The bottom line for alumni, new midshipmen, and their families, is that there are clear guidelines for the ALITC program and alumni classes must coordinate all events with the Alumni Association. The other bottom line … there are a host of events already planned that have been encouraging and helpful to previous classes.



The Brigade 
Honor Concept as 
an ethical way of 

life.

A lifelong 
commitment to 

the Naval Service 
and the Nation.

These precepts purposely set a high bar

What will the Great Class of ’75
emphasize

To the Class of ’25?
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Another Link in the Chain is one more opportunity to support the mission of the Academy which is:"To develop Midshipmen morally, mentally, and physically and to imbue them with the highest ideals of duty, honor, and loyalty in order to graduate leaders who are dedicated to a career of naval service and have potential for future development in mind and character to assume the highest responsibilities of command, citizenship, and government.“We intend to demonstrate and encourage the Class of 2025 to uphold the core values of the Navy/Marine Corps team and mentor in a way that leads to a lifelong commitment to serve.



Laws of the Navy
Now these are the laws of the Navy, 
Unwritten and varied they be; 
And he that is wise will observe them,
Going down in his ship to the sea.

On the strength of one link of the cable
Dependeth the might of the chain. 
Who knows when thou mayest be tested? 
So live that thou bearest the strain! 

Honor coin to be distributed to 
the Class of 2025 at the Honor 
Ceremony, Fall of 2021

ALITC 
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The Honor Coin Ceremony is the first opportunity to demonstrate our class commitment to you. At the end of Plebe summer, you will be expected to take the Honor Oath and pledge allegiance to the Honor Concept of the Brigade of Midshipmen. After learning about the concept and what is required and expected of midshipmen, this ceremony formalizes the Class of 2025’s commitment to place themselves under the high standards set for midshipmen. As a physical reminder of this commitment, each Plebe is presented with an honor coin, specially made for their class with their class year and the presenting class year inscribed.The honor coin is designed and provided by the 50-year class and presented to the new Plebe class by members of the Alumni class.  The event is coordinated each year by the Commandant of Midshipmen and the Alumni Association.



How long does the 
ALITC Program last?

Continues as long as the relationships exist.
— the 1975 Class Legacy endures the passing of 

its members —

Ends formally when the last member of the 
Class of 2025 graduates.

Begins NOW with Class of ’75 engagement with 
Parents Clubs, Alumni Chapters, Blue and Gold 

Officers, and Shared Interest Groups.
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Another Link in the Chain is outlined for the full four-year USNA experience.  As with the Midshipman Sponsor Program and other mentor opportunities, many of the relationships we forge can last a lifetime.A side note here: While USNA Alumni Chapters are registered with the Alumni Association, Naval Academy Parent/Sport/Community groups are not. Therefore, ALITC information may not get distributed to all interested parties.  The best advice is to stay in tune with the local USNA Alumni Groups that report in SHIPMATE, the alumni magazine.



Plebe Year – New Expectations

Plebe Year – New Relationships

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plebe year will be new and different for all of you.  It is intended to be a challenging start to four very challenging years.  The entire experience is designed this way to develop you morally, mentally and physically.  You wouldn’t want it any other way!The Class of 1975 will be around to encourage and support you all.(We made it through … and so it will be for the Class of 2025!)This experience changes us all……



Milestones

Plebe Year
Induction Day - Oath of Office

Honor Coin Ceremony
Sea Trials

Herndon Climb

Youngster Year
Bond of Gold

Youngster Luau
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Here are FEW of the scheduled events where 1975 will bond with 2025I-Day …. Will be VERY different this year ! (As of 6 May – the complete plan is not firm, but it entails holding two arrival days with half of the class arriving each day; with no events planned for parents/families after they drop off their midshipmen. The Oath of Office ceremony will occur at a later date, with limited visitor attendance. More info to be relayed when available.)Herndon Monument. The final step for the Plebe class is the traditional Herndon Monument climb. The senior ALITC class will be invited to sit in a front row designated section, from which to encourage and witness the Plebes become “Plebes no more”. This event is coordinated each year by the Commandant of Midshipmen and the Alumni Association ALITC POC.Bonds of Gold. In the Spring of 3/C year , the midshipman class officers accept donations of personal Naval Academy rings and Naval Academy ring miniatures of the senior ALITC classes (e.g., 1925 and 1975 for the Class of 2025) in a solemn “Bonds of Gold” Ceremony in Memorial Hall. The donations also include any 100 year link rings in the Alumni Association ring bank. The donated rings are then melted down and added to the gold that will be used to forge the midshipman’s rings, creating a lifelong physical bond between the two classes.



First Class Year
Service Selection Assignment Dinner

Battalion Receptions
Graduation Week

Milestones
(cont.)

Second Class Year
Commitment Dinner (2 for 7)

Ring Dance
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Commitment Dinner. Members of the 2/C class will make their commitment to the Naval Academy for the final two years. The event is a reception followed by dinner in King Hall during which the midshipman stand and reaffirm their obligation to the Naval Service and the USNA Honor Concept. Representatives of the 50 year class will attend the reception, and sit among the midshipmen during dinner. This event typically happens on the first or second night of fall reform, and therefore is planned very last minute. This event is coordinated each year by the Commandant of Midshipmen and the Alumni Association ALITC POC.Graduation. 12 chosen presenters from the 50 year class will personally hand out engraved ENS/2Lt bars at graduation. The 50 year class will purchase the bars to present at graduation. 



Our Commitment

To the Class of 2025: We’re here for the long haul !!!
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A “Boat Load” of classmates from the Class of 1975 have rogered up to be part of the Another Link in the Chain program. ALITC was not available to our class graduating in 1975 – but along the way we found that a big reason for our success with the investment of a senior mentor to help and guide us along the way. This is our opportunity give back, and we desire in every way to help the Class of 2025 to be even better.



Class of 1975
President—Chris Cikanovich
Vice President—Gary Jones
Secretary—Larry Warrenfeltz
Treasurer—Dave Duffié

ALITC POC—Steve Hubbard

Your local ALITC POC: Mike Mathews
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Our class officers will do all they can to facilitate the communications and planning to support the Class of 2025 and their families.Although we continue work through challenging times, both the Superintendent and Commandant are focused on the safe and timely induction of Class of 2025 into the Brigade of Midshipmen.We will be sharing information and plans as they are made available to us.



Coming Soon
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I Day is coming!  It may not look exactly like this but you will remember it for the rest of your lives…..along with a lot more!



Coming Soon
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You will learn a lot of jargon …Bancroft Hall (Mother “B”) is about to become your new home and offers more than you can imagine.Questions … feel free to pass to me if you need.steve.hubbard@1975.usna.comOur Alumni Assoc rep is Ms Holly Powers
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